
Update on the Italian Society for the Psychology of Religion 

The Società Italiana di Psicologia della Religione (SIPR) has a long and distinguished history, as 

previously introduced in an IAPR newsletter.. Today, the Society counts 60 paying members 

and hosts annual national conferences, which regularly welcome contributions from 

international scholars. Its website, available in Italian, English, and French, is freely accessible 

at https://www.psicologiadellareligione.org/. The site reflects the Society’s strong cultural ties 

with IAPR, documented through numerous articles and notes, and features a remarkable 

gallery of 114 portraits taken during past IAPR conferences: 

https://www.psicologiadellareligione.org/portrait/. 

For the past 30 years, SIPR has published the Psicologia della religione – news bulletin, 

distributing 1,000 free copies to members and to many Italian and international scholars, as 

well as numerous academic institutions. The most recent issue (Year 30, No. 1–2) offers: 

• A critical review of religious education in European schools, based on extensive 

empirical research from a psychological perspective. 

• A proposal for debate on potential collaborations between the psychology of religion 

and artificial intelligence. 

The issue also includes abstracts from the proceedings of the Society’s latest conference, Il 

pluralismo religioso: identità e alterità (Religious Pluralism: Identity and Otherness). A 

comprehensive overview of the psychology of religion in Italy will appear in the forthcoming 

Cambridge Handbook of the International Psychology of Religion.  

This year marks the 30th anniversary of both the Society and its Bulletin. The milestone is 

celebrated in the latest newsletter with a foreword by Secretary Daniela Fagnani, which is 

reproduced below. 

Thirty Years of Activity – Notes and Memories 

This issue of Psicologia della religione – news marks the 30th anniversary of our newsletter — 

three decades of articles, reviews, announcements, conferences, member updates, and 

publications. The year 2025 also celebrates the 30th anniversary of our Association, whose By-

Laws were approved on January 23, 1995. 

This milestone is a testament to the dedication of our entirely volunteer membership, who 

have ensured the continuity of our work while advancing our cultural goals and promoting 

research in the psychology of religion. It is also an opportunity to reflect on our history, 

celebrate our achievements, and look to the future. 

Conferences and International Connections 

Our most significant events have been the many conferences and congresses held across Italy 

— in cities such as Rome, Verona, Milan, Turin, and Bari — often producing prestigious 

volumes, including the Collana di Psicologia della Religione series published by Centro 

Scientifico Editore in Turin. 

Over the years, these events have addressed emerging social trends and adopted new 

theoretical and methodological approaches. Topics have included the psychodynamics of 



religious identity; the development of religious experience towards faith or its denial; pluralism 

and fundamentalism; new religious movements; and the contributions of both neurobiology 

and attachment theory. 

A particularly noteworthy achievement was hosting the 2011 International Association for the 

Psychology of Religion (IAPR) conference in Bari at the Aldo Moro University. Chaired by Mario 

Aletti and Linda Cassibba, the four-day event welcomed over 200 speakers from 27 countries. 

It opened with a keynote by Lee A. Kirkpatrick, a pioneer in applying attachment theory to the 

psychology of religion. Participants also fondly recall the Apulian culinary specialities served 

throughout the event — a detail warmly mentioned in reviews published in the Archive for the 

Psychology of Religion. 

The opportunity to host such a prestigious event was built on years of international 

engagement, starting in 1994 at the European Psychologists of Religion conference in Lund, 

Sweden, where Mario Aletti was invited to give a plenary lecture. He later joined the Board of 

the IAPR, followed by fellow Italian scholar Germano Rossi. Since then, collaborations with 

institutions worldwide have flourished. Our work is now represented in the forthcoming 

Cambridge Handbook of the International Psychology of Religion, which includes the chapter 

Italy: The Psychology of Religion up to 2020. 

Outreach and Recognition 

Our conferences, study days, and other events are documented on the Society’s website, first 

launched in 2006 and redesigned in 2023 (www.psicologiadellareligione.org). The site hosts 

key resources, biographies, and news related to the discipline. To encourage research, we 

established the Giancarlo Milanesi Prize for the best thesis in the psychology of religion, 

helping integrate the field into university courses. 
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